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THAT genuine Chriſtianity is the moſt 
valuable bleſſing beſtowed on the world 
by a beneffcent God, is a ſentiment wor- 
thy of all acceptation; as it is the richeſt 
gift of Heaven to man, ſo to preſerve it 
pure and undefiled, is the worthieſt and 
moſt dignified employment in which his 
powers can be engage. 
It would not be an unavailing labour 
ſhould any one determine, by an accurate 
enquiry into the fact, - whether our hol 5 
Religion hath ſuffered more from the miſ= - 
repreſentations of falſe friends, or the open 
attack of avowed enemies | 
Whatever might be the event of ſuch an 8 
enquiry, it appears to the Author ſufficiently 
evident; that, he who expoſes the igno- 
rant, or hypoerttical, renders. Religion as 
worthy a ſervice, as he who overthrows 
the arguments of the Infidel. _ Rs 
ITI he Revelation of the Almighty is now 
_ equally made to every individual of the 
human race; and each individual, how 
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Os 
humble ſo ever the ſtation he occupies, 
has a right to conſider himſelf as one of the 
Guardians of this ſacred depoſit; the Son 
of Man, told it to the enquiring diſciples 
of John, as one of the diſtingurſhing marks 
of his Divine Miſſion, that to the poor his 
Goſpel was preached ; and if the poor are 
called . to receive and underſtand, 


they are by the ſame authority called upon 
40 e and defend it. EEE 


Proſeſſing myſelf a diſciple of the Meſ- 
| ſiah of God, and a firm Believer in the 
truth of his Goſpel; I venture to: ſtep 
forth from my obſcurity, and give to the 
public the ſentiments I entertain of the 
Religion I profeſs. The public will excuſe 
the intruſion, (if ſuch it ſhould be deemed,) 
when. I remind them that I have only done 
that from the Preſs, which it is my proper 
buſineſs to do from the Pulpit;—recom- 
mended and enforced, the belief and prac- 
tice of the revealed truths of the Moſt 
High, upon the minds of my fellow crea- 
T 45 
This would afford a ſufficient reaſon for 
the publication of the prefixed addreſs, 
bad not the calumnies of my adverſary, 


7 
i 1 4 
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made it abundantly proper. 


It may perhaps be ſaid, that I have here 
taken upon me, without their leave, to 
hold up the ſentiments of a particular ſet 
of men to the public inſpettion;—to this L 

ar obenad ” ode -- 


. «4 _m 
7 2 1 A = 4 1 
— 4 r 1 "a nr a 1 = 3+ a6 " : 5A 7 3 ER aA 
"OPER ed SER ee RU tc 4 — 4 te 2 — R e N 


_ ſelves. 


was unfounded and upRravokep. | occaſi-.. 
oned me to ſend him the firſt letter, which, _ 
155 "a a 4 5D e RR. oY in R 
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ſhould reply, that I have wiſhed to deſcribe, 
thoſe alone who have ſeen reaſon to 17 55 


— 


the ſame ſyſtem of opinions. with myſe H, 
who, if they ſhould feel injured, want nei- 
ther courage nor abilities, to redrels thern- , 


„„ n n 
The attentive reader, from a ſingle pe- 


ruſal, might, not improbably, be ſuppoſed 


able to diſcover the circumſtances which 
called forth this publication: But leſt 
this exerciſe ſhould occaſion him more per- 
plexity than pleaſure, I will briefly ſtate 
mae. ²;1 U CE REN 

Five perſons, all of them preachers, 
went on. the evening of that Sunday upon 
which a chapel juſt erected in Byrom-; 
ſtreet, Liverpool, was firſt opened, to at- 
tend the Rev. Mr. Medley's performance 


of Divine Service. 


In the courſe of his Sermon, he took re- 
peated opportunities to point out theſe 
erſons, with three of whom he had never 


had the ſmalleſt intercourſe or acquaint-; 


ance, as objects of ridicule or abhorrence 
to a congregation, conſiſting of at leaſt a, 
Thouſand people. What Mr. Medley, 
chiefly aimed at, was to ridicule their learn- 
ing, and fix upon them the charges of Hy. 
„ . IEERD 

This attack, as con 


* 
# . 


fidently made, as * 


1 


nice thoſe. paſſages 0 
| condemn his Own crime. 


; memory 


[ vi * 5 


in a very inoffenſive and une xceptionable 
manner, rebuked his audacious conduct, 
in language taken from that book, which 
is faid to be profitable for correction; but 
notwithſtanding his. excluſive "claim to, 
true Golpel np he refuſed to n 
it, n 9 loud * 


er:“ 


judge whether there was any ns e 


ſome in it; yet, this was . treated with the. 
fame. ſcornrul filence. —The third and laſt, 
has hitherto met with no better ſucceſs. * Dry. 


T 


Finding that this method of treatment, 
was not likely to produce any effect upon 
a mind fo hardened, as his appears to be, 
T have now brought. him before the Tribu- 


hal ef the Public let the Accuſer and the 5 


Accuſed, ſtand or fall, as its impartial oP, 


_ thall determine. 


Z The firft letter is given 1 to 42 pablic from. 
for as 1 had not the {ma left, eas 
of poblithing; : At the time I Wrote it, T 
kept no "<opy. ä ſenſible. of having 
made additions | to this of entire ſe entences ; , 
nor have I icrupled. making ſuch verbal alte- 
rations, or additions 1 in the two laſt, as tend 
to make the meaning more ee to the 
reader. They Are 1 Fn nothing more 


than Cad copies of what Was actually 


ſent to Mr. Medley, who, if he ſhould ra- 


ther chuſe to reply to. the Originals, mall 
| Mr Wale my leave. N | The 


L vü J 


Fhe poſtſcript was never ſent to Mr. 
Medley, till it was ſent him from the preſs. 

Before I conclude, it is proper to take 
notice, that there are two circumſtances 


which in the judgment of the egen 
whom theſe letters are addrell 

continuing to perſevere in that filence he 
has hitherto fo obſtinately maintained 

] am the obſcure Inhabitant of an obſcure 
Village ; but a liberal and diſcerning public 
will ſcora no information, will treat with 
contempt no argument, merely on account 
of its iſſuing from an obſcure quarter. 


The experienced Critic, would probably 


have perceived in my ſtyle, the marks of 
youth, had J omitted the mention of that 
circumſtance. ] PW | 


Hut if my arguments are ſolid, if my af- 
ſertions are true, if my ſentiments are juſt, if 


my cenſures are deſerved—Though Mr. 
Medley ſhould treat this publication with 


the ſame pretended contempt, with which 
he treated the written Letters, the World 


will ſhrewdly ſuſpect what may really be the 


caſe, that he is filent neither through diſ- 
dain of his adverſary, nor want of will to re- 


ply, but for ſome far better reaſons, ſuch as, 
want of innocence, or want of ability. | 

It has indeed been reported that he pur- 
poſes anſwering theſe pages from the pulpit; 
ſhould this prove to be fact, the Author can 


only 


thought to afford a ſufficient excuſe, for his 
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only ſay that he ſhall conſider ſuch a mode 
of proceeding, with reſpect to himſelf, un- 
manly and diſingenuous, and with reſpect to 
the public, unſatisfactory. = : 1 
N. B. The reader will obſerve. that the Z 
letters (a) (b) (c) where they occur, refer 6 


to the notes at the en. 09 Jo att . 


— 


_— 


© Pn ens emmy SSIS wo 


Danner oo 
* 
% 
” 
— 
. 
+ 


> 
Fa * - ; a f , a : 
* 
* „ 
# . - * 4 4 0 — 9 
*. =? , * » * 4 £ * 
, . 
[ 8 1 
* p - 
* 1 j n | s 1 * 3 1 i 
. — * * - * , - & «3 7 
! * 
TY 1 * * So ; 
? - & +4 © Py . - 2 5 
* 7 - 
7 F > — 7 4 Pp 4 
- 1 7 2 * * 4 1 & . 
* 
; a 0 
8 ” þ * * * . Z * 1 ? | 
1 4 . 0 : , 1 4 
* * . » 4 , . : ; * a 9 : ; 4 
5 7 9 & wot E & iS * . . . i 1 4 1 
* . 4 . | = 5 
9 — d * x 4 - 
i . ; * ; 5 5 . 0 2 1 > = 3 * 
' 1 1 en y " : 7 þ 5 4 
: 4 ' 0 3 * : \ b wa ; * 
1 ! 1 3 ©. i L 13 41 4 7 2 4 © * * f 7 ? — 4 £ 
| be 7 5 * 5 7 - 
J. A, ' 1 4 


+4 
Se „ 
. 
{ * 
* 
* 
* 
wp * 
6 % 
* 
* 
| 
LS, 
WA 
. 
17 
1 
* 
* 
"Mi 
dF 
. 
* 
8 
% 
* 
* 
E 
* 
„ 
* 
* 
* 


1 . 9 5 5 * * 3 8 ; 1 1 8 f 1 N 2 4 A - : S 
* 8 E Y F's >. £ be | ; | D EFINI I 8 
 4Þ „ ; Pp * 1 


1 = 
: » W p 
# * / 
* a ey : K * 4 : * 7 Ry 8 J : 
* £ & + 1 > 
1 4 * * — . - = 
— — : _ 4 - 
, 4 
* 3 — 
3 * 4 * N | 7 
* % 46 — 9 ; : 
Ly — * 3 * 8 
* 
£ ” 4 
8 * 
, "Hoy » ST * g 1 „ £ 
o 4 - -- 2 + . 
- 7 4 0 4 5 4 I P — £ . 2 1 
1 44S Aa. 3.3 — oY 2 
' : 4 
: 5 
* 7 v — = * £ Fl * 4 x 4 
5 p Y ? 
” $ ; 7 * 4 * Fi — 4 a * * ” 
>» * . 2 * 0 
* 6 4 — #- 4 . * * 7 4 * 
= o "7 5 * 2 * 
7 F ä "HOW by | 
* { dy f 4 4 „ 0 
* % 1 = . » * 
. 4 7 * I 1 * 1 
* * 5 4 £ 
vp 5 * * - *. 
X 
* F 4 » 5 
* * £F - OY * *. * 
2 » L — * 5 
* > — * 4 5 
- * a | 
GS * 8 
% * 5 3 
* , m * - * * — * * If 4 * 
; 2 
Y * = 
N 
* . o * — * * * * > > 1 o 8 "S © 5 
: 2 * 14 A 1 * 4 
LY 3 4 4 $4 s 4 1 * ew. o = 
DH — 
5 * 
F a „ pe » a 5 
* * * 1 4 * F : 4 f F 
2 * 4 = > we 7 
2 „ - ** — * — _ * 4 3 * * * F 
} 8 . 
- * » 4 #030 > i 
* . 1 * , 1 1 I 7 
8 gt + 7 FP: 4 4 * 3 * 
+ * g * 1 
« , 
g . - * oc . 3 + 
„ © * -*® # 7 * C * 1 14 5 
1 7 ry og 1 % . 
* 2 % _ 4 i * - 
4 — V N. 
. 4 4 ; 
2 — 
2 ; % > 7 or” þ £ 4 hs £ 4 
* J F392 BJ? * 7 5 4 n « 4 Fam ” J 
» ef L 4% 4 vi _ ro ” * bl 
x z * * 
o Y 4 LS £8 © * 
. * ws « 
+ - 1 * 5 = 1 2 rn * — * — 
4 1 4 * + H a 7 a. 
1 - 1 a, ws I —_— + o - # 4 - 3 
* 
[4 
. 5 A p 
* { 
* « 2 
1 * * 3 £7 * 5 2 
* 
- 6. os: 
* — 
— 
- 
1 4 — ** TY 
, « 
Fl - 1 4 
* 
* 


IJ 


DEFINITIONS of WORDS occuring in the fol- 
lowing Pages, liable io Miſapprebenſion. 


1. BLASPHEMY is evil ſpeaking.” The word how- 
ever is generally uſed in reference to things ſacred. It 
would for inſtance be Blaſphemy to ſpeak irreverently 
or contemptuouſly of Almighty God, by uſing ſuch lan- 
guage as would degrade him. Hence the author eſteems 
ſuch language as the following Blafphemous ; God was 
a man, God bled, God expired on the croſs, God was 
bu'ied in a tomb. The reader will nevertheleſs take par- 
ticular notice, that the author does not mean to tax thoſe 
with the crime of Blaſphemy, who from conſcience and 
| honeſt enquiry believe the uſe of ſuch language proper. 

2. IDOLATRY conſiſts in paying that worſhip to 
any other being, real or imaginary, which is due only to 
God. In the author's idea, the worſhip of the trinity in- 


ſtead of the one living and true God is Idolatry, and that 


this would have been the opinion of the Apoſtle Paul is 
| fairly deducible from his own definition of an Idol, 1 Cor. 
viii. 4. We know that an Idol is nothing in the 
« world, and that there is none other God but one.“ 
Now a plain definition of the word trinity ſhews at once 
that it is «nothing in the world, for it is deſigned to 
convey the idea of three diſtin& beings, inſeparably and 


undividedly comprehended in one being; or in other 


words that three are one: now as no other part of the 
univerſe that we are acquainted with affords any arche- 
type to ſuch an idea, there being no inſtance of three diſ- 


. tinct things, being one thing, and being in the ſame in- 


itant. of time, three things and one thing, one thing and 
three things; it follows, that the trinity is © nothing in 
< the world,” that is, according to St. Paul, it is ag 


Idol, for he ſaith “ an Idol is nothing in the world,, 


therefore, the worſhip of the trinity being paid to an ima- 
pinary being that has no real exiſtence, muſt of neceſſity 
be called Idolatry- On | | 
85 5 - = 


82 


T1 - 
The author however, is far from charging thoſe ſeri- 


ous and conſcientious perſons, who with genuine piety 
and ſincerity of heart, believe the doctrine of the trinity, 
and in conſequence of that worſhip it, with the crime of 
wilful Idolatry, any more than on account of their man- 
ner of oe concerning the objects of their worſaip, 
he would charge them with the guilt of blaſphemy; the 
author being of opinion, that a man is not chargeable. 
with, the guilt-of thoſe actions, which he performs with 
a full pertuaſion of their reCtitude, and who is at the ſame 
time ſhut up by circumſtances from being undeceived by 
better information. | 0 45 59 
3. A TRINITARIAN, is one who pays divine ho- 
nour to the  rinity. If the reader wants to be farther 
informed what the Trinity is, the author refers him for 
a definition to the Athanaſian Creed, or the forms of dox- 
ology uſed by Triuitarians at the concluſion of their 
prayers <to God the Father, God the Son, and God the 
Holy Ghoſt, three perſons but one God, be aſcribed 
equal and everlaſting praiſes, Amen.“ Should the reader, 
un ble to underſtand the meaning of the doxology, re- 
quire an explanation of it, the author muſt refer him to 
thoſe who believe the doctrine, for he frankly. confefles, 
that his Creator has not endowed him with organs to 
comprehend, much leſs to unfold in more intelligible lan- 


. guage, the myſtery concealed in the Athanaſian creed, 


or the 'F:initarian doxology. © ft WOT Roo 
„ UNITARIAN, is K ab ss that the 


Lord his God, is one Lord, in the literal meaning of 
thoſe words; in conſequence of wineh belief, without 
any regard to metaphyſical ſubtilties of explanation, he 
worſhips that God, and him alone will he ſerve. 


f * | * * , 


I © To all thoſe who worſhip none but the living and true 
Saad, the author thinks this title applicable, tho' he has 
in this defence confin'd himſelf to that deſcription of Uni- 
tarians who believe in the proper humanity; of , Jeſus _ 
Chriſt, Not conſidering himſelf under any neceſſity of 
» Explaining any ſyſtem, but that which he himſelf has ſeen 
%% ((V VP 
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To the ConcnroarION of Barriere, afentling in 
5 Byrom-ſtrect. g 


FnILOW Cuxisrlaxs, 


| F OR ſo I will call you, chough” your views 255 728 
that Goſpel, in which, however, I truſt my Be- 
lief is equally confident with your own, are wide- 
ly and effentially different from mine : To you F 
dedicate the following Letters, which, I at "firſt, 
addreſſed to your Paſtor, who, from fullen dife 
dain, or the ſtill ſtronger reſtraint, arifing from 
the conſciouſneſs of git, 

with any anſwer. © 


has never favoured me 


To you I dedicate them, bots 1 be 1 


you were moſt of you preſent, when your religi- 
ous inſtructor ſo overſtepped the boundaries of 
modeſty, and committed ſuch groſs and violent Fee 


outrage upon the laws of good breeding, and that 


rule of decency and order in the Worſhip of the 


Moſt High, which Chriſtianity recommends, as 
_ forbade that it ſhould be paſſed over in filence. / NO 
. You; therefore, are beſt able to decide, whe- 
ther the ſtrictures upon his conduct, contained in | 
the ſubſequent Pages, were unprovoked or un⸗ 
merited. 
In peruſing theſe. Letters, you will dae the 
candor to remember, that an interval of time, 
ſufficient for an anfwer, was allowed between 
each; and that if the firſt had produced its pro- 
per effect upon the mind of the Reverend Speaker, 
the ſecond would have been unneceſſary; and if 
the 8 8 in the n ( ſurely” a. reaſonable- _ = 
+ queſt). 


„ 


queſt) had been granted, not only would the third 
have never been written, but theſe Letters would, 
moſt probably, have remained unpubliſhed. 
.. Judging that the ſentiments of thoſe Chriſtians, 
who profeſs to diſbelieve that Jeſus Chriſt is co- 
equal with that Infinite, Almighty Being who 
gave him exiſtence, muſt have ſuffered much in 
your eſteem by the frequent miſrepreſentations of 
the Conductor of your worſhip, and his more 
than wonted virulence againſt the Preachers of 
that ſect, I took the liberty, as you will ſee, of 
aſking him. to permit me the uſe of his Pulpit 
for only one evening, in order that I might have 
an opportunity of giving you a little information 
on this particular, which, though it might not 
have altered the better opinion you entertain of 
your own ſyſtem, might have induced you to 
think leſs heinouſly of ours. In conſequence of 
this, you would have thought more charitably of 
4s, the profeſſors of it; and, in my idea, an ex 
tenſion of . is an increaſe of happineſs. i 
Had your Paſtor complied with the requeſt! 
made him in my 3 letter, I ſhould have had i 


ed of explaining to you in perſon, 
conceive to be the real ſentiments af thoſe 


l | a : Chriſtians who are N e 55 


the title of Unitarians. 0550 
But as this permiſſion was never granted me, 
I ſhall embrace the opportunity which this pub- 
lication affords me, of Rating; in a. brief manner, 
what I ſhould. probably have. inſiſted upon more 
diffuſely, had F been allowed 1 to d it Tra the 
pulpit. 
Before 1 proceed to this, Y; once more beg you 
will by no means conceive that I, on this occa- 
| hon, permit any. ſentiments of pride, ariſing from 
i n 
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.a vain peer en to n knowledge and abi- 
lity, too often attributed by their adverſaries to 
thoſe who argue on this ſide of the queſtion, or 
any malevolence of heart, on account of your dif- 
fering from me in religious opinion, to actuate 
my conduct, or prompt my expreſſions. I wall 
honeſtly confeſs to you, that I diſapprove, that I 
diſbelieve, that I hold in utmoſt abhorrence, doc- 
_ trines which you may eſteem moſt righteous, and 
moſt true, though moſt incomprehenſible, moſt 
ſaving and comfortable, though, at the ſame time, 
hid in a myſtery not to be penetrated by the 
acuteſt mind, and expreſſed in language whichcon- 
aghaſt reaſon, and makes F aith herſelf ſtand 
1 i 

eee I Jo not hate you, becauſe I diſ- 
be ſome of your doctrines, nor do I diſbelieve 
your doctrines, becauſe they are yours, but be- 


cauſe I eſteem them falſe, and therefore deteſta- 1 


ble in che ſight of the God of Truth. — 
On the contrary, inſtead of cheriſhing in my. 
breaſt agy contempt, or even diſreſpect for you, 
on account of the ſect to which you belong; I am 
willing amd ready, on this, or any other occaſion, | 
to give you all due honor and applauſe. 
f applaud in you that energy of mind, which, 


ariſing, I hope, from full conviction that you: S 


act according to the dictates of Truth, enables 
you on the one hand to avoid Infidelity, and on 
the other forbids you to ſubmit to thoſe Spiritual 


Impoſitions, in Doctrine and Worſhip, with 
which the Church, as by law eſtabliſhed, yokes _ 


the necks of her ſubmiſlive ſons. I applaud you, 
that you dare worſhip the God of your fathers 
after the dictates of your pwn conſcience, unin- 
ore by ae ridicule which a * world 
18 
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is but too ready to caſt upon thoſe who ſnow pe- 
culiar earneſtneſs for the religion they profeſs, 
and regardleſs of that unmerited odium which a 


much injured and greatly deceived nation has 


been led, by the miſrepreſentations of Prieſts, to 
caſt upon a body of men (I mean the Diſſenters) 
who, inſtead of rebuke and flight regard, deſerve 
to be held in reſpect and honor. 

Nor will I withold the tribute of ney which 


is due to you, on account of the liberal manner 
in which, I am informed, you adminiſter to the 
temporal wants of your Reverend Inſtructor, of 


the regularity of your attendance upon his mini- 


ſtrations, and your attention to thoſe external 
rites and forms of Church Diſcipline, which you 


judge neceſſary for the ſupport of your religious 
principles, and moſt conducive to the generation 


: and nouriſhment of each Chriſtian Virtue. 


I do not then approach you with menace and O 
ſeorn, with contumely. and reproach,” but as a 
diſciple and ſervant of Chriſt, Jeſus: F befeech-- 
and intreat, and exhort with all meekneſs, you, 
who alſo profeſs to be diſciples and ſervants of the 
ſame maſter, that you will not hereafter, raſhly 
and unadviſedly, give credit to every evil report 
which is raifed and circulated againft us Unitari- 
ans, but that you will rather afford toour argument 
a fair and an attentive hearing, and ſearching the 
ſcriptures of God with your own eyes, and judging 
of their ſenſe with your own underſtanding, fee whe- 
ther theſe things be ſo or not. Indeed, I with 
the more confidence addreſs myſelf to you, on the 
preſent occaſion, becauſe, if report lies not, you 


. have generouſſy proteſted againſt the conduct 
which provoked theſe letters; I therefore aſſure 
* that rom perſons ſo * my ſenti- 


ments 
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ments will meet with a candid reception, they 


will be peruſed with that attention which the im- 
portance of the ſubject demands. 

With your own ears you have heard us directly 
or indirectly accuſed of crimes hideous in name, 
and which render us, if guilty, worthy not merely 
of having the epithets Heretic and Infidel pre- 


fixed to our names, but of univerſal deteſtation, 
richly deſerving to be driven out from every ſo- 


ciety of true Chriſtians, or of honeſt men, to 
herd with the ſcum and refuſe of mankind; for, 
ſurely, there is no crime more deteſtable than that 
of hypocriſy, none which renders a man more 


dangerous to his fellow creatures, none which 


renders him ſo obnoxious to the fierceſt vengeance 


of Heaven. The meek and gracious Jeſus, whoſe 


moſt wonted accents were thoſe of gentleneſs and 


tendereſt mercy, has pronounced, in moſt indig- 
nant language, a more than tenfold woe againſt 
_ thoſe who prevaricate with their maker, who, in- 


ſtead of the truths of God, hold up, as of more 7 


importance, the vain traditions of men, making 


the word of the Almighty of none effect, and con- 


verting religion, that beſt gift of Heaven, into 


; * 


avarice. VV 1 
If theſe inſinuations were as well grounded in 


the pandar of their luſt, their ambition, or their 


fact, as the confidence of face and tone of voice 


uſed in their delivery, by our Holy Accuſer, 
would have led the hearer to ſuppoſe, well might 
we bluſh and tremble, and hide our heads and 
withdraw... But, I hope, when you have read 
the following pages, you will believe, that if we 
bluſhed, it was. becauſe the Reverend Speaker had 
loft that faculty; if we trembled, it was at his 
J aro kn rat; Ce rs On 
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. ; if we withdrew, it was that we mi — Wa 
not countenance, by our preſence, a man oh ſo 
flagrantly proſtituted his office. 

Againſt all ſuch idle, or ignorant, or withed 
inſinuations, or more open attacks, I proceed to 
juſtify the Unitarians, by laying before you a 
brief account of their religious En, which I 

* Conceive to be as follows: | 
I. They believe that the Scriptures ar are the only 
infallible teſt of the truth or falſhood of thoſe 
doctrines which have relation to the nature and 
worthip of God, to the preſent duty and future 
expectations of man. 
II. They believe that the word of God is ad- 
dreſſed to the reaſon and underſtanding of each 
individual, the loweſt and meaneſt not excepted, 
and, conſequ tly, that it is ſufficiently level to 
the apprehen of each ſerious and honeſt en- 
quirer. | 
III. They hold that it is the native right of 
every man, a right, of which no power on earth 
can deprive him, to judge for himſelf concerning 
the truth and importance of all religious doctrines 
propoſed to him, to explain for himſelf the writ- 
ten word of God, and form for himſelf ſuch a ſyſ- 
tem of faith as he ſhall judge . moſt agreeable to 
the ſenſe of ſcripture. In ſhort, whilſt they aſſert 
the ſupremacy of the ſcriptures, in all matters = | 
religious faith and practice, they vindicate to 
themſelves, and to every individual of the human 
race, an incontrovertible right of determining for 

themſelves the ſenſe and meaning of thoſe ſcrip- 1 
tures, without any regard to human authority; l 
a right fo inherent in the breaſt of man, a right 
ſo interwoven by the hand of the Almighty into 
the * frame of his nature, that all the fires, and |} 
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tortures, and racks, and puniſhments, which the 
fierceſt and moſt i ingenious of perfecutors . could 
deviſe or inflict, have been found too impotent to 
wreſt from the firm and free-born mind of the 


undaunted ſufferer. 
IV. Should you take the 90 to enquire, 


you would find their conduct to be not altogether 


inconſiſtent with their belief. They have taken 


the liberty to examine the ſcriptures for them 


ſelves, and having upon examination found that 
the ſcripture doctrine is, in many very important 
reſpects, entirely different from that ſyſtem of re- 
ligion at preſent moſt popular among their coun- 
trymen, they have boldly, but I truſt with no 
greater boldneſs than became them, dared tc di- 
avow and oppoſe the ſyſtems of the many. 

bearing teſtimony. to what they conceive to be di- 
vine truth, ſome of them have voluntarily ſub- 


mitted to a kind of martyrdom. requiring no.lels 


fortitude of mind than burning at the ſtake, _ 
V. The chief of the doctrines in which they 


1 differ from their SLY. are 2 


br ls dodrine of the 1 0 fn They believe 
the proper humanity of Jeſus Chriſt, in oppoſi- 


tion to thoſe who elevate him to an equality with 
the Almighty Being who created him, or thoſe 


who make him into a pre- exiſtent, ſuper-angelic 
creature, (a) inftead of one of the human race. 
"They reject the diſtinct perſonality, and co-equal BE 
"Godhead of the Holy Spirit, in oppoſition to 


thoſe who pray to, and worſhip, and adore it, as 
being very God. They likewiſe admit the natu- 


ral and noceſſary conſequences of theſe doctrines, 
B | 
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which I may poſſibly ke fone ate opportu- 
nity of explaining to you, when you have ſuffi- 
ciently attended to what I have already written. 

VI. However, in many points of belief, which 
enter into the very eſſence of Chriſtianity, they 
would upon enquiry be found to agree with you. 
As, for inſtance, though they do not believe that 
there are three Gods, they have never denied, but 
- moſt earneſtly contended for the exiſtence of one. 
They believe that this Great Being, whom they alſo 
believe to be infinite in power, wiſdom, and good- 
"neſs, is the cauſe of all other cauſes, the maker 
of all worlds, and the creator of all other beings. 
They alſo believe in a Providence which is exer- 
ciſed by this Great Supreme, in the government 
of the whole univerſe, and each ſubordinate divi- 
ſion of it, to the ſparrow that never falls to 
the ground, to each individual hair that never pe- 
riſhes without him. 

They believe that the Almighty, Pirent of every 
creature hath vouchſafed at various times, and in 
divers manners, to make a gradual revelation of 
his will to erring, guilty, miſerable men, by com- 
municating his mind and will to Patriarchs, 
and Prophets, and holy men, who, ſeconded by 
"the miraculous power of God, which on all pro- 

r occaſions accompanied their word, proclaimed 


it to others: An account of all their moſt im- 


rtant declarations they believe to be collected 


and preſerved in that moſt wonderful and moſt 
excellent of all books, commonly called the Bible. 


They believe, in particular, that the moſt perfect 


of men, and the greateſt of Prophets, was Jeſus 


Chriſt the righteous, (5) divinely commiſſioned to 


teach the way of God in truth, and fulfil the "7 
85 Hs ENT obs Velation 
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velation of the Moſt High to his creatures; that 
having in vain endeavoured to reform his country 
men, he expired, after a liſe of unparalleled piety 
and wiſdom, and benevolence, on the ignominious 
croſs, and in the company of baſe malefactors, to 
which ſhameful and unmerited end he was brought, 
not by any folly or vice of his own, but by the 
wicked artifices and malicious inſtigations of an 
envious prieſthood, who were unable to behold with 
ſteady eyes the ſplendor of his endowments and his 
virtues. They believe, that after having been depo- 
fited in a tomb, he on the third day from his de- 
ceaſe aroſe again from the dead, and after having 
converſed forty days with his Apoitles, and given 
them the moſt indubitable proofs of his real re- 
ſtoration to life, was in the preſence of his Diſci- 
ples, of whom he took a moſt affecting leave, 
taken up into heaven. They believe that this ſame 
Jeſus, who was ſeen to aſcend into heaven, ſhall 
at the appointed time come again, to call the dead 

from their graves; thoſe of them who have done 
good, to the reſurrection of life; thoſe of them 
who have done evil, to the reſurrection of dam- 
nation. Theſe moſt eſſential articles of Ehriſti- 


anity you cannot believe more firmly, nor more” - 


cordially rejoice in the animating hopes which 

ſuch a goſpel inſpires, than they do. Now whe- _ 
ever believes that Jeſus Chriſt is the true Meſſiah, 

making the goſpel the rule of his preſent life, 
and the only foundation of his hopes and fears re- 
ſpecting that which is to come, I ſhould call a 
| Chriſtian; nor could you find it in your heart to 
conſign ſuch an one, (me for inſtance) under the 
characters of Heretic and Infidel, to everlaſting 
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Thus, my. Fellow Chriſtians, J have given you 
an account of ſome of the moſt material of thoſe 
points in which we differ, and in which we agree; 
and from this flight ſketch you will be able to 


perceive, that we are not thoſe monſters of unbe- 


belief (c) which you had been led to imagine. 

I dare ſay, the Rev. Gentleman who miniſters 
to you in holy things, would in his more calm 
moments, and when removed to a ſufficient dif. 


tance from the public eye, allow, that ſome of us 


to be ſure are rather good-natured men than 
otherwiſe; men of amiable manners in our own 
houſes, and reſpected by our friends and neigh- 


bours; very well to be made uſe of when one 


wants any thing of them, for to be ſure it muſt 


be ſaid they are ready enough to promote a good 


ſcheme with their purſes: But (for perhaps even 
in that ſituation the force of cuſtom would over- 


come the intention of flattery) then, poor wretch- 
Jeſus Chriſt; they 


es, they know nothing about 
are little better, if at all, than Deiſts; they, are 


too proud to be ſaved by Jeſus Chriſt; they think 


they have no need of his atoning blood to Moos 


the wrath: of God, and cleanſe them from their 


original ſin; they utterly deny the holy. doctrine 


of the ever bleſſed Trinity in unity; but it is to 


be hoped they will come about in a courſe of 
However, 1 * you. that "AR peruſed the 


foregoing Pages. will not, hereafter think in this 


train; you will perhaps recollect, that you your- 
ſelves. are but men, and therefore liable, as well 
as We, to miſtake and impoſition. Nor can it 


5 enter into your mind that we are ſo. paſſionately 


in & have with pain and deſtruction, as to contend 
| — 2 
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ſo earneſtly as we do, for an inheritance of miſery, 
and a reſidence amidſt the hotteſt flames of hell; 
for if we be hypocrites we can expect nothing 
better. 

We frankly confeſs, that with Moſes and Jo-. 
ſhua, and Samuel and Elijah, and Iſaiah, and the 
Z reſt of the Prophets of the Old Teſtament, that 
"* witi. Jeſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles, we are much 

concerned for tlie inſulted honour of God the Fa- 

ther, the Maker and Inſpirer of all theſe Prophets, 
the undoubted Creator of Jeſus Chriſt and his 

Apoſtles, the Author of Lite to thoſe men who 

adore as very God, a creature who was in all re- 

ſpects tempted as we are, ſave without fin, and ex- 
alt him to an entire equality with the only living 
and true God, the infinite and everlaſting Jehovah. 

Who, that has a heart within him capable of feeling, 

can behold this unmoved? Who, that has a tongue 
to ſpeak, can ſtand by ſilent while the Majeſty of 

Heaven is degraded; while the pure goſpels of God 

are polluted by the ignorant and blaſphemous ad- 

ditions of unthinking, or deſigning men. If there 
be any among you that have adopted the Pagan 
notions of a Trinity in the Godhead, I call upon 
you to re- conſider them. If you find. them un- 
founded in ſcripture, I . you boldly to ſtandè 
forth in behalf of the truth of God, of the Goſpel 

of Chriſi, and by ſeparating yourſelves from a 

corrupt worſhip, to give all the countenance you 

can to the truth, as it is in Jeſus. 
Surely, my friends, believing as we do, it can 
not be wondered at by any ſerious mind, that we 
ſhould be concerned to reſtore the pure doctrines of 
the bible; that we take every opportunity of hold- 
wg up the Solpels in their native and _ fim 
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plicity, as they fel, uncontaminated by the breath of 
pride or falſhood, from the honeſt lips of the Abel. 
tles. You cannot wonder that we are zealous in ex- 
horting our countrymen to the moſt aſſiduous ſtu- 
dy, the moſt diligent examination of the ſacred 
ſcriptures, thoſe icriptures which, in the ſtrong- 
eſt terms that language can aflord, aſſert the diſ- 
tinguiſhing doctrine of our creed, and denounce 
the heavieſt VENGEanee" of heaven againſt all 1do- 
latry. | 
Ari in conſequence of the bene 80e de- 
ſcribed that the name of God, the Father, is ſome- 
times mentioned in our ſermons, and his nature 
and attributes diſcourſed upon, as well as the 
name and virtues of Jeſus Chriſt, his ſon; and 
did we not do this, nay, did we not, in the moſt 
determined manner, ſet our faces againſt the hor- 
rid blaſphemy and idolatry introduced into the 
worſhip of God during the dark ages, we ſhould 
deferve to be branded in the moſt public manner, 
as actually gvilty of thoſe vices charged upon us 
by our adverfaries, either directly or by conſe- 
quence, I mean thoſe oy in rele and hypo- 
5 5 
Preinten Texhort you i in | the moſt livin man- 
ner, ſerioufly to conſider theſe things, and moſt 
earneſtly and attentively to heruſe your bibles :-— 
And do not believe, that becauſe we do not de- 
grade the Almighty into a Being of like paſſions 
with his ſinful creatures; becauſe we do not re- 
| preſent him as ſavage, vindictive, implacable ; 
becauſe we do not bring down, from his everlaſt- 
ing feat, the Sovereign of the Univerſe, confine 
to this dim ſpeck of earth the Maker of all 
We * envelope in human fleſh Him OY 
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the Heaven of Heavens cannot contain; becauſe 
We do not agonize the Uncreated Spirit with 
pangs, till the bloody ſweat of God diſtil 
through every pore of his human body ; becauſe 
'we do not nail the Supreme Ruler of all things 
to a malefactor's croſs, and permit the ſpear of a 
Centurion to pierce the fide of Him whom no 
man hath ſeen, or can ſee and live; bid Him 
without whom all nature diflolved would fall into 
chaos, into nothing—expire by the hands of weak 
and impotent mortals, and ſend him till the 
_ dawning of the third day to dwell with accurſed 
ſpirits in the infernal regions of the damned; 
do not, I ſay, on theſe accounts believe that we 
deny Chriſt, that we reject or are aſhamed of the 
Meſſiah of God, that we are ſecret Infidels, and 
only preach, for the ſake of a little worldly pro- 
fit, or a little popular applauſe. 
Rather examine again and again the records of 
ſcripture, leſt ye allo ſhould be found fighting 
againſt God ; for tho* I ſcorn the little inſinuati- 
ons of your Reverend Teacher, tho”. utterly dif- 
claim in behalf of myſelf and many other Unita- 
rians, with whoſe worth I am intimately acquaint- 
ed, the charges of prevarication with our God, 
or hy pocriſy with reſpect to our fellow men, which 
he has been ſo ready to fix upon us, yet will I 
Join my conſenting voice in loudeſt accent with 
his, when he tells you with earneſt prayer, with 
Perſevering aſſiduity, to ſtudy the goſpels of hea- 
ven, the pure word of God contained in your bibles. \ 
Wiſhing you may be ſpeedily delivered out of 
the bondage and darkneſs of your preſent errors, 


into the marvellous light and freedom of the chil- 5 


dren of the God of Truth, imparted to us by the 
ageney 
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agency of his holy Prophets fince the world began, 


but eſpecially by his ſon Jeſus Chriſt, whom he lent 
to fave us, by turning us from our iniquities, and 


purifying us to himſelf, a people zealous of good 


works, 
1 remain, Fellow Chriſtians; 
Your fincere friend and well-wiſher, | 
and fo far as I am able, 
Pour humble ſervant 
in the word of God, | | 
| and the doctrine of his Son, 
te EDWARDS. 
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of thoſe paſſages to your future regard. —_— 
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oblerve theſe art the words of Chriſt himſelf) tr 
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1 ror; rofeſs yourſelf,” in e 


ever, hut conceive that your. 15 plic ation to. 
muſt'have been extremely Al. Some 55 th, 


by no means worthy if a denk Atteiltlon, You 
Re pear to Bay: e a d It. « .Fanyo | 
53 


E 


251 1 me The, to ee 4 


Bos 3 


"Mary vii. 1=5. «Fs Bot, thar 51 be Hot 
Judged; for with Dun judge 20 ment ve june Yo | 
"ſhall be judged; and with, 72 meaſure.y 7845 
it wall be p27 i to you — N . 
91 1 ä . C 5 cc And 


ö * *. 11 
ie nd 21 T4 wb Tins) n 
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You att pai 
ner, a ſtudent inthe ſcriptutes: cannot, 1 5 


11 
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: wot and doeth them not, ſhall be like 


brif 


60 « And why beholdeſt hon the mote chat is in 


f thy brotber” s eye, but conſidereſt not the beam that 


in thine own eye? 
% Or how wilt thou ſay to thy brother, let me 


pull out the mote out of Hhing eye i and behold a 


beam is in thine own eye? 


_« Thou hypocrite, firſt caſt out the penn out 
of thine own eye and then ſhalt thou ſee clearly 


to caſt out the mote out of thy Bᷣ er's eye.. 


And again, at the 21ſt verſe to the 27th, 
« Not every one that/ſaith unto me, Lord, Lord, 


' ſhall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he 


that doeth the will of my Oy which is in 
heaven. 


cc * will 1 unto me in n Gy, Tia, 
Ba be EN in thy name? and | 
in thy 10 65 pg 5 vils? and. in thy, name 
gone many wonderful works 
And. then will 1 ae unto them, 1 never 
1 Jou; Nate f rom me ye. that work. inie : 
Gun 


*" «Therefore, wholocyer heareth theſe /ayings of 


\ 
ant 4 


Mine; and doe h them, I will liken him unto. t 
nf an, Which, built his houſe upon à rock 

the rain deſcendel, and the floods came, and 

ihe nds blew, and beat upon that houle; and i it 

for it was founded upon a rock. 


1 57 
And every one that heareth theſe fayings' of 


ith man, which built his houſe upon the os 
fo „And the rain deſcended, and the floods came, 
and the winds blew, and beat upon. that houſe; | 
W it Kell, MER, was the fall 6 of it.“ 
yas Xii. 36, But I fay unto. you, that e every 


| - word that men thall ſpeak, they hn 6 Nes a0 


ounf thereof in the day of Juc | Le 
| Pug 


t 


2 Jeſus Chic,! 


hiĩmſeif at all without an evidentoccaſion. 5 


= 5 @"” 


8 and Phariſees, hypocrites ! | for ye bu A che Kt 


to Tave 


eee bimſe elf i is approved, but om the Lo 
commendet | 2 
ee e For ſuch afe ai Ap 
tles, deceitful workers, transforming themſthves 
into the Apoſtles of Chrift. And no mary?" for 
25 3 himſelf is trans fo ormed into an Angel of 


1 Femed as the Minifters of Righteouſneſs: 
end ſhall be according 1 to their works. 1771 


to F 5 
po 5f 8 

qu h he had as good reaſon 
an man, is far from [peaking of geen 
ouſly indeed: he appears not tb have 3 


And à fpecimen of his manner, Jon; v. . e 
«Tcan of mine own ſelf do nothis ag T 1 
Judge: and my judgment is juſt, Becatiſe I ſerk 
not mine own” will, but * will 'of - thy Father 
which hath ſent me.. reit de BRIT 
If I bear nel of myſelf my withie is 
not true.” + HEL 5 5 in | 
Marr. xxiii. 13. But wo üntb you, $ribes | 


dom of heaven againſt men: for ye neither go 


 yourſelyes,. neither ſuffer ve them Ther are en e 


in go in.“ het | ii * bc g. 
nts CE aL found 
opted the language e ng 


Ned Con. X. 1718. Bur he that glorieth 20 | 
m glory in the Lord. For not he that chin 


Ligue Therefore it is no great thing (not mu] 
wondered at) if his Miniſters Alſo 


Gar. v. 19—23. Now the works 0 . 25 


: "Aeſh are manifeſt, which are theſe Fadutery, for- 


nication, | uncles neſs; | lafcivieuſticfs, «idolatry, 5 
witcheraft, Hatred, Variance,” emnlations; wiath, - 
_ Arife, \ſeditions, berefies, envyings, murders ac | 

Wy 1 
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* ee things; and follow after rightec 
: pliner”! 20, BU cw 
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12 2215 


a Jae ah 1 vain abbli 
inc reaſe unto;more ungod 


L 


1 revelling;, : and: ſuch,.. ike: of the which | 
its {yg bafars, as I haye alſo told you, in time 
12 5 er which do fuch.r things thall nor in- 
dom of God. 5 t 1717 J 1 Maia 
at the fruit of-the. ſpirit is love, joy, peac 
8 95 e ger, ned, temperance: agai 
5 there 18 50 fa.“ ; 26th. V. Let us not b 
defizous of dein Cle, pre poking que aer 6 


vying one another.“ 5 Gait 


HESI Yo. 41-3 Fitter els, and 
W. N e 0 e evi 2 | 
75 put Eee wath all mal ice.“ 
Sri If any man teacheth other- 
* and gonſent n or to. wholeſome, words, even 
ths Hog of 1 Lond, Jeſus Chriſt, a 10 to the 
ockrine Which is according to g 85 He ug 

7, but doting /: 1 meſti- 
of. words, 8 comets end, 


ans,. and ſtri 


| Arie, railings, evil Nutmiſnn Ingo, perverſe difj bogs . 


of men of corrupt, minds, and e t 
„ ſuppoſfing that gain is godl ines. 
At V, I But thou, 0 man of Gr 


linoſs, ale e ute ger ere e 5 
wich ing Faint and 3 bat- 


IT] 


a 0 nk, ind, to ſhew thyſelf | 
cd unto: Goc gt, wor man that needeth not 


ly dividing, the % of 1riuth. 


ings: for they, will 
eſs,” 5 47] R 4, 


1. verſes 24 and 25. ct And the i 5.20 

"ab th e Lord. muſf not ſtrive; but. be gentle Unto 

all. men, 58 to teach, pat Me meckue/s inſtruct- 
ing thoſe that fetale a Gigs if God perad- 

ni 2151811 A 8 N ien Venture 

ente | e 


WEL YE 2 
. ventu re, Will Ree them repentance roche r 


ledging of the sed. 55 775 5 7. 48 8 9111 ” lle Ee 2 8 


Ja xs, . 36. If any man among you ſe 


5 be religions, — 5 bridleth not his ſonguc, but 


deceiveth his own heart, this man's, belton, is 
Vain.“ eri 1 -£ 

Kccollecting Fa this Epiſtie, tho!. one of. the 
fineſt pieces of moral writing, of equal length, 
extant, has been looked upon by the reputedly 
orthodox EI ſcarcely canonical, and. as an attach. 
ment to it, diſcovered barely by reading a chap- 


ter from it in the courſe of divine ſexyice, or 


making the ſentiment of a ſingle verſe the ſubject 
of a ſermon, has been e hy Trinitarlans 
an infallible mark of hereſy, in the perſon whole 
preſumption urged him ;to, ſuch a deed; I ought 


| Not perhaps to charge yo ſ much with negli> 


gence, in omitting to attend to a book ; beart 
ſuch internal marks of doubrful authority, a 
oppoſing itſelf with ſuch plain, and poſitive and 
abſolute aſſertions, to the ſweet and ſoothing doc 
trine of ſalvation by faith without works, the 
ſtrenuous enforcing of which, in darker ages de- 
lerves to be remembered with regret, but now, to 
be regarded with utmoſt deteſtation, to be treated 
with moſt; avowed abhorrence, as equally. corrupt 
and deſtructive but rather to recommend to you, 


as a piece of ſalutary exerciſe for your mind, the 


peruſal of the following admirable chapter, which | 
is the gd in that epiſtfe GJ. 

My brethren, be not many maſters: knowing 
that, we ſhall receive the greater condemnation. 
For in many things We offend all. If any man 
offend not in ord, the ſame is a perfect man, and 
able alſo to bridle the whole body... Behold, we 
PE: bits in * horſes os that any may obey 
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us; 1 ve turn about. their whole body. 
hold alſo the ſhips, which though they be ſo Fx 
and are driven of fierce winds, yet are they turned 


about with a very ſmall helm, diener the 


vernor liſtetetn. i ee 
« Even ſo the tongue is a Little member, And 
boaſteth great things. Behold, how great a mat- 


ter à little fire kindleth. And the tongue is a 


fire, a world of iniquity. So is the tongue among 
our members, that it deffleth the whole 

and ſetteth on fire the courſe of nature, and it is 
let on fire of hell. For every kind of beaſts, and 


of birds, and of ſerpents, and of things in the 
lea, is tamed and hath been tayred' of mankind; 


bur the tongue can no man tame: it is an untuly 


evil, fall of deadly poiſon. Therewith bleſs we 


God even the Father; and there with curſe we 
men, which are made after: the ſimilitude of God. 
Out of the ſame mouth proceedeth bleſſing 
and curſing. My brethren, theſe things ought 
not ſo to be. Doth a ſountein ſend forth at 55 


ſame place ſweet water and bitter? Can the fig 


tree, my © brethren, bear olive berries? either a 
vine figs? ſo can no fountain both Fed falt wa- 


- ter and freſh. 


Who is a wite man ale! ede with FIR 
ledge among you: let him ſhew out of a good 
converfation his works with meekneſs of wiſdom. 
But if ye have bitter envping, and rife in your 
Hearts, glory not, and lye not againft the truth. 

This wiſdom deſcendeth not from above, but is 
earthly, ſenſual, deviliſh. © For where envying 
and ſtriſe is, there is ootifirſioh and every evil. 
work. But the wiſdom that is from above is firſt 
- pure, then peaceable, gentle and eaſy to be in- 


: 0 full of merey and good fruits, without 


n y. 


|; 2296-1 


partiality, and without bypacri i/y. And the fruit 
of righteouſneſs | is ſown in arg of them that 
make peace.“ ö 
Fully perſuaded that a due attention to theſe 
and ſimilar paſſages of ſcripture will be produc- 
tive of much advantage to you, and in conſequence | 
of that to the whole congregation who have ap- 
pointed you the conductor of their warſhip, I ear- 
neſtly recommend them to your moſt ſerious re- 
gard, and ſubſcribe myſelf; a cordial well-wiſner 
to the ſucceſs, of your public preaching, ſo far as 
it is 1 ra wid. a, right belief 1 in | Jeſus Chriſt. 
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L HAVE boen an been he nos ad laſt Sun- 
day evening's labours. Seme expreſſions yu 
dropped in the former oft. theſe; induced me to 
Write you a letter, which (though I cannot certain- 
| 'y ſay) ! preſume) you have received. Ialſo conclud- 
| rom one part of yyur Sermon, you had very 
_ miſapprehended the religious views and 
opinions of thoſe, who are at preſent, commonly 
ſtiled Unitarians. | 
I am, however, much gratified with thoſe pro- 
feſſions of candor, which, on the laſt Sunday even- 
ing you took occaſion to deliver; eſpecially as 
this concluſion may fairly be collected from them, 
that you are a true lover of Jeſus Chriſt, an ar- 
dent well-wiſher to his cauſe, by what inſtru- 
ments ſoever promoted, and are poſſeſſed with an 
earneſt defire that his truth may be eſtabliſhed on 
the ruins of error, and that every thing which ex- 
alts itſelf againſt him may be utterly ks ana by 
the brightneſs of his coming. 


If theſe be really your ſentiments, you can have 


no objection to granting the requeſt I ſhall now 
make you!; which is, that you will permit me 
(for I alſo am a Preacher) the uſe of your Pulpit 
ſome Sunday evening, to explain a little the prin- 
 Cciples, and vindicate the conduct of thoſe Chriſ- | 

tians who Sl themſelves Unitarians. : 4 1 
My 


» = 


— — 


L * 4? 


My reaſons for making this e are the fol. 
lowing : : 

1 I conceive the principles of this diviſion of 
Chriſtians to be very, much miſunderſtood, and 
made out to be what in reality they are not. 

II. Becauſe it is a hindrance to the uſefulneſs 
of any ſet of men, and particularly of thoſe who 
are profeſſedly preachers of righteouſneſs, that 
they ſhould be believed to be diſhoneſt and hypo- 
nien,, 

III. Vou, e may poſſibly have been ng 
led in the judgment you have formed of us, and 
may therefore have miſrepreſented us to the peo- 
ple; the leaſt therefore you can do, by way of 
 compentation, for any unmerited odium you may 
have unadviſedly caſt upon us, is, to permit us, 
in as public a manner as we have been accuſed, 
toendeavour to clear ourſel ves as well as we are able. 

Iv. We ought to underſtand before we rebuke, 
"and in order tounderſtand a diſputed matter we 
| ſhould. be willing to hear both ſides, _ 97 

V. Becauſe the truth is of infinite importance, 
and its promotion @ght to be the ſupreme ob- 
- ject of every good mun, and more eſpecially of 
e good chriſtian. ; 

Lou will therefore pardon the liberties which 1, 


an obſcure perſen, and utterly unknown, it may 


be to you, have, in theſe letters taken with you. 
Iwill put you in mind that Jeſus Chriſt came to 
bear witneſs to the truth, and to gather under one 

head All; the children of God that are ſcattered 

abroad. To promote the truth threfore as it is in 
Jeſus, ought to be the object of every diſciple, 
1 more eſpecially of every preacher of Chriſt; 
And not the ſupport of a ſect, or the acquiſition 
| of: lang; or the e egs PRPulaniys.. He 


EE 8 18 
„ ©. Aa ³ AS Fe . ni RE 131 FS aw EF 


4 


T 26 } 

is not fit to be a diſciple of Chriſt who is hot able 
when called. upon to forſake all and follow him 
whitherſoever he goetn. 8 

It is the characteriſtic mark of true diteiples of 
Chriſt that they love one another, according to the 
new commandment of their Lord and Maſter. 
Tou and I are both of us diſciples of this ſame 

Jeſus. We are all believers in the ſame goſpel, 
why then ſhould we ſpeak evil of one another, or 
endeavour to depreciate each other in the eſteem 
of the multitude, when Perhaps we are both, we 

are all-—equally ſincere?” 

By this letter I ſhall try the ſincerity 6f thoſe 
Prell you made in the pulpit” laſt Sunday 
evening, and "diſcover whether the warm Gefites 
of your heart accompanied thoſe folemn' petitions 
you offered to Heaven for the univerſal ſucceſs 

and ſpread of the truth, (for the Goſpel is nothing 

elſe but a declaration of the truth.) If you are 
firmly perſuaded that your ſentiments are true, 

you can have no fear that they will be overthrown; 
if they are falſe you will wiſh and pray that they 

- ney be overthrown. © 

Every lover of the truth will eartieftly Urs to 
come to the light, that his deeds” may be maniteſt 
whether they a of God. I remain your ſincere 

and Fmt brother in the Vellef of the Pe 
muinenels of the Gofpel of Chriſt. 

wi - : J. EDWARDS. 

* -p's S. vl 4 vil platt to! Aiko! that Me- 
. Fes the uſe of your pulpit, for the purpoſe 
eve expreſſed, 15 In not doing as I would not 
be done unto; Thould' you, at any time, feel an 
inclination to defend or recommend your peculiar 
fentiments in thè little place 1 mis in; 3 pul- 
pit 1s very much at N — | 
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People that you were one 
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| \ReveReND SIR, 


W. AS 1 not convinced that talking i is different | 
from acting, that profeſſions are not always ac- 
companied with a correſponding practice, I might 


wonder at the ſilence you have ſo long maintain- 


ed. You have been celebrated, Sir, for copiouſ- 

neſs, of language, for verboſity of phraſe ; the 
people have admired that torrent of words you 
are ſo capable of uttering, however ſynonimous 
in meaning or wide from the purpoſe.— It is pity 
that your faculties of this kind ſhould have — 


ſaken you juſt at the time you moſt ſtand in need 


of them. But depend upon it, Sir, that u 
dence is a very different thing Fre true Cour: 
and that a bold confidence of aſſertion is not, in 
very inſtance, the ſignature of truth. _ 

The unprovoked attack you made upon ſeve- 
4 reſpected, and truly reſpectable characters, in , in 
the courſe of the Lecture you delivered on the 
evening of that Sunday upon which your New 


Chapel was firſt opened, was an outrage, which 


] judged it wrong to paſs over without notice.— 
| You may poſſibly (I am now explaining the mo- 
tives of my conduct) recollect, at that time mak- 
ing a great parade of ſtudying the Scriptures, and 

advancing a great number of what I took to 
arguments (ſuch as, they Yor). ere) to Prove to the | 
of thoſe who beſt-under- 


Rood "he meaning of aden yourſelf, and moſt 
0 wi „ faithfully 


[ 42 „ 


faithfully explained it to others. But, obſerving, 
that, however carefully you might have diſtilled 
out the meaning of Scripure, you nevertheleſs had 
ſuffered the belt portion of its iris to evaporate; 
I, in my firſt letter, recommended to your at- 
_ tention ſeveral paſſages of the New Teſtament, 
very neceſſary to be regarded and practiſed, al- 
though of a nature too plain to furnith much food 
for your critical abilities, and poſſibly, on that ac- 
Count, as well as on account of their ſubjects be- 
ing ſomewhat unfavourable to the diſſilay of that 
ſpecies of rhetoric you have thought proper to 
adopt, have been too much neglected by you, as 
it would ſeem in of xp rudy, e A in the 


16 Pulpit. 


If you have not bsp that letter; and will 
take the trouble to re-peruſe it, you will find that 
J took no direct notice of that ſtedfaſt valour, 
that wonderful courage, that conſummate wiſdom 
and ability you ſo publicly manifeſted in the eyes 


ol your audience, when with a hardneſs of fore 


head, and an elegance of language, which would 
have done | honour to the loudeſt and moſt cla- 
mourous of thoſe who vend their goods in the 
open air, and fit at the ſtalls of our markets; you 
allancly y attacked from a place where cuſtom al- 
owed you liberty of ſpeech in the utmoſt latitude, 
and where the laws ſecured you from the diſagree- 
able interruption of an anſwer; men whoſe preſence 
in private would have froze you into ſilenee. I ſay, 

I neither in my firſt nor ſecond letter took any di- 

rect notice of this. But ſo ſecured, and ſo ſupport- 

ed, do you not think that yo appeared very 

much the hero, very inuch the miniſter of the 
goſpel, that you perſonated to the life the apoſto- 


| _ Heal character and e 2 and Save ſtrong 
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omens of your making, ſhould there ever be ne- 
ceſſity, an excellent martyr, when, with all the 
arts of your accuſtomed eloquence: you affailed 
3 ſome of whom you had long known to 
men of excellent character and good deſert, 

whom you knew to be engaged in the ſame work 
with yourſelf, and who inſtead of having ever 
given you offence in any ſhape, had when they oc- 
caſionally met you, treated you with the manners of 
gentlemen and chriſtians, Others of whom you 
could know but very little (with reſpect to myſelf 
of me you know nothing) was it not decent? 
Was it not becoming — Did it not correſpond 
with the character 8 ſuſtained, that of a preach- 

- er of righteouſneſs? Did it not agree with the 
character you aſſumed that of a judge of others? 
Did it not accord with your being the diſciple of 
the meek, the candid, the amiable, and benevolent 
Jeſus, to attack with ſuch groſs aſperſion, with 
ſuch unfounded inſinuations; Men, againſt whom 
you knew no evil, but knew the direct contrary 
Tone, if no more, of whom you never knew; ne- | | 
ver ſaw, never heard of? Did it not, I ſay, diſ- = 
cover the generoſity of a man, to ſay nothing of | 
the charity of a chriſtian to charge the guiltleſs? |, 
For aught you knew,” the worthy and the excel- 
lent, with the moſt deteſtable crimes 5 0 hien 
man can be guilty? e 

However theſe hinge from din a man as * 
have now found you out to be; that is, a perſon, 
_ - who, though he can vapour and talk at random 

in a pulpit, where he has all the talk to himſelf, 
has little to ſay for himſelf in any other place, 
vVould not have been worth regarding, except 
with a careleſs ſmile, but for the impreſſion it 
oy , make upon the minds of the peo- 
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ta] 
ple; to ſuffer ſuch things to paſs. — as 
though they were incontrovertible axioms. I 
therefore ſent you a ſecond letter, requeſting the 
uſe of your pulpit for one evening, in order to 
vindicate a litrle the principles and conduct of 
Unitarians, and undeceive the people who have 
| hitherto: been led aftray by your ignorant or (what 
is far worſe) wilfully Kalle repreſentations. But 
as in that letter I have ſtated the reaſons of my 
conduct more at large than it is neceſſary to do 
here, I ſhall take my leave of you with a few ad- 
ditional animadverſions upon your behaviour. 
Had you poſſeſſed the ſpirit of a man, the 
— of a gentleman, or the virtues of a chriſ-— 
tian, immedfately upon the reception of my firſt 
letter you would have gone round to each of the 
gentlemen againſt whom you brought ſuch railing 
accuſations, acknowledged your txelpaſs,. ad 
begged their pardon, 
Had you, through want of theſe qualities, re- 
mained filent, ſtill, if you had really been ſo con- 
fident in the truth of the doctrines vou preach, 
as you endeavour to perfuade the people to believe 
you are; no fear would have entered into : 
poſſeſſed your mind, that I, who am neither lo 
-old nor fo big as you are, could have alledged any 
thing that would have availed for the eſtabliſn- 
ment of opinions, in your imagination ſo contrary 
to truth, and operating ſo directly to the utter 
ſubverſion of the Goſpel, and of every thing con- . 
rained in the Scriptures of God. Leu would ra- 
ther have rejoiced at the opportunity, which a 
compliance with my requeit would have afforded 
vou, more effectually to detect the ſophiſtry of 
our arguments, and ſet in a more glaring point 
- of view, and impreſs the public mind more 
Wong 


[ 8 ] 


A with the ablerdith and falſhood of the 
daectrines which thoſe hold, who, according to 
your favourite phraſe of accuſation, do not 
< preach Chriſt;** and with firm confidence re- 
lying on the poſitive declaration of the; Saviour 
bc the world, that he gates of hell: ſhould never pre- 
wvarl apainſt 2 9 you would with joy have 
gien me the much-deſired permiſſion to expoſe 
to the contempt, or abhorrence of your enn 
tion, at once myſelf and my doctrines: + | «| 
In my ſecond letter I hinted to you, that I was 
glad to find by ſome expreſſions you uſed in your 
ſermon, but more eſpecially in your adreſſes to 
Almighty God, that you were in reality poſſeſſed 
of more chriſtian ſpirit, than you choſe at all 
times to manifeſt. But ought. I,. think you, to 
entertain that opinion of you now? Muſt I not 
rather conclude, that you are preaching doctrines 
of the truth of which you are not fatisfſied are 


ſenſible of having inſulted men who never did 


you any injury, and of neee, A e ou 
1 have never examined. 
If ' this. be the caſe, may God: give: * re- 


| Ne ee depend upon it, I thall find 
Tome means or other to expoſe ſuch a man to the 


people, or at leaſt do my endeavours towards it. 
Nor ſhall any thing divert me from the profecu- 
rion of this ſcheme, but your permitting me to 
vindicate my brethren, myſelf and my principles 


in your pulpit; by your: atking pardon, either by 
e of mouth or by letter, of each of the perſons 


aͤgainſt whom you have treſpaſſed, and (unleſs you 
e can prove to the contrary) owning in the ſame 


public manner in hich you accuſed us, that you 


had no foundation for your accuſations. I remain 


5 e r aſſertions. 
9 2 PE EDWARDS, 
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- {which' your conduct lays claim to) of ſearching 
the receſſes of the heart, nor feel myſelf 
capable of forming any judgement of perſons 


te 
p. 8. Though 1 do not poſſeſs that power 


whoſe: actions I never witneſſed, whoſe counte- 
nahces” I never ſaw, whoſe characters I never 


heard, and though I never had any private con- 
| verſation, or the ſmalleſt intercourſe with you, I 
-nevertheleſs conceive myſelf. at full liberty to 


form my opinion of you, by the rule laid down 


by our Saviour By their frui its ye ſhall OW 
; them. 92 * 5 


I have been an eye 9 ear ne of the 4 


duction, or rather the diſperſion of ſome which 
| Fam told are among the ripeſt and beſt favoured 


4 
— 


of your fruits. F have an eye in this to your ex- 


- hibitions in the pulpit,” particularly thoſe curious 
_ © ones which excited me to fend you theſe epiſtles. 


And the public would think them curioſities 
as well as myſelf, were I to deſcribe the ſavage 


ſatisfaction you threw, into your | countenance, 


when with ſuch'a ſeeming. reliſh of pleaſure, you 


appeared to anticipate: our final doom, on the day 
of future retribution, unleſs we preached Chriſt, 
that is in plain Engliſh unleſs we preached as you 
do. Should I point out to their notice. the cant 
of your expreſſions both in language and manner, 
and the whining tone of your voice, when you 
v iſh to perſuade the multitude your heart feels 
the ſentiments you utter. Should I place in its 
true point of view that oſtentatious diſplay of 
ſcriptural knowledge, which leſt the people ſhould 
not ſufficiently notice, urges you ta mention the 
verſe, the chapter, and book of each portion of 
ſoripture you quote, before yeu turn fur them in 


2277 bible, and prompts v co thoſe frequent , 
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apologies you make your congregation, to ſecure 


their forgiveneſs for your troubling them with ſo 
many quotations, which, you would not do did 


they not force themſelves in ſuch crowds. upon 


your memory. Were I to deſcant upon the low 
jeſts you utter in the courſe of your  harangues, 


upon the low mimickry you uſe in your geſture 


and voice, when you deſcend to the,buttoonery of 
a Mountebank's. Merry Andrew, eſpecially if I 
ſhould offer ſome arguments. to | proye that this 
conduct might without any great breach of cha- 
rity, be attributed to motives ſimilar to thoſe 
which actuate the loweſt ; comedians, on the molt 
vulgar ftage. And finally point out. the glaring: 


inconfiſtency your conduct diſcovers, when yo 


at one time are pleaſed to grin and make a mock 
at thoſe gentlemen who read the ſcriptures with 


critical abilities, and in the ſame ſermon with 


the very ſame tongue, quote old ſhreds of Latin, 
boaſt of your grammatical knowledge, and pom 


n the tranſlation from the Hebrew. 
and 


nd Greek: but as L hope you will be careful to 
inend in each of theſe, particulars, I will ſpare: 
you, and. wall not now any farther inſiſt upon 


them, (unleſs you ſhould, prove. incorrigible) leſt 


I ſhould exaſperate inſtead of reforming you. 
Perhaps you will hardly believe: me, ſhould I 


10 


profels it to be my deſire that theſe letters, none 


of which you have had the politeneſs to anſwer, 
may nevertheleſs; be of benefit to you, and this. is 
the more ardently to be wiſhed, on account of 


that people who look up to you for inſtruction 
and example... 2 


Tou poſſibly Beller what is related of the ex- 
cellent and pious Dr. Dod 


R * if 1 5 * 
. 10 14111. 
2 


Doddr idge, who on the Sunday. 


evening uſed in private to preach over to himſelf _ 


me 


[4 
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the diſcourſes he had delivered in public; this is 
4 practice well worthy of our imitation. ' For ſome- 
times, Sir, we get ſuch a drea. ful habit of preach- 
ing to others, that we entirely forget to preach 
to ourſelves; like thoſe phy ſicians, who while they 
are endeavouring to repair the conſtitutions of 
their patients, - by excels and irregularity ruin 
their ww. 

The love of dealt W is a rock on 
which many of the preaching tribe have ſplit; 
let us my friend be very careful leſt you and I 
Arlking on this Feel ſhould Ae dreadful ſhip- 
wieek.' 16:90 7 

Let us be very careful how we ſuffer ſpiritual 
and prieſtly pride to get poſſeſſion of our hearts; 
leſt we find it a demon of harder expulſion than 
the ſeven of Mary Magdalene, or all Fe 9 of 5 
the miſerable Gadarene. x 

Should you again in any ne time diseakr 
any thing untrue in our public inſtructions, or any 
thing ſinful in our private conduct, do not by 
any means {ſpare us, but withſtand us * to the 
very face.“ But do not like an old goflip, ſtand 
tattling and prating ſcandal, when you ought to 
be minding your buſineſs, and doing ſomething 
more worthy ow moor office, of the time, and the 

lace. i 
35 If you are ate to diſprove our go or 
eſtabliſſi your own, do it, but not by caſting un- 
merited odium upon particular men; not by 
ſlander and defamation; not by the little deſpica- 
ble arts of grinning, and mocking, and mimickry, 
but do it by fair and manly. argument ; do it by 
the honeſt interpretation of the ſcriptures of God. 

I am told you have long been in the habit of 
ang en a fimitlar occaſion, has been afforded. 


* 


1 3-4 

you, in a ſimilar manner, though never before ſo 
outrageouſly. What a pity that men ſhould grow 
leſs wiſe and leſs virtuous as they grow older 
You will, however, poſſibly from this (correſ- 
pondence I will not call it, but) publication, learn 
(a leſſon worth your inculcating upon your con- 
gregation) that a man may venture to do wrong 
once too often. 1 

[ hope the above ſtrictures will have a good ef- 
fect upon your future behaviour, both in public 
and private, and with this hope J conclude. 


End of the Lelters. 
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Note (a) The author is ſenſible that there are per ſons 


who, though they believe in the pre- exiſtence of Chriſh, 
are, nevertheleſs ſtricter Unitarians than Socinus himſelf. 
But theſe Gentlemen are in no need of: foreign afliſs 
tance ; let them ſtand. forth and explain, and defend for 
themſelves, that ſyſtem of opinions which they believe 
moſt conſonant with the language of ſcripture 3 it is hum- 
| bly conceived they cannot urge, in excuſe, for the filence 
they have ſo ſtrictly obſerved, either want, of learning of 


: 


want of abilities. See Def. 4th. | el f 
Note (4). That it is not ſingular for Unitarians to ex- 
preſs themſelves with reverence, when they ſpeak of, 145 
ſus, is evident from the following extract from an Ad- 
dreſs to the Inhabitants of Cambridge, by W. FREND, 
Fellow of Jeſus College, a man, not only of learning 
and ability, but of that intrepidity and firmneſs of mind, 


majeſty. of truth. 


9 
1 


which cannot be ſuſpected of bowing to any thing but the 


"Theſe are his ſentiments: Having ſhewa to you; 
brethren, that Chriſt and his Apoſtles worſhipped one 6 od 
the father of us all, I ſhall remove a difficulty, which 
evi] men frequently throw in your way, ſlandering us, as 
if we degraded our Saviour. Becauſe we worthip only 
one God, they ſay, that we diſhonour Chriſt. We give 
| Chriſt all due honour, but we cannot without Blaſphemy, 
make him equal to our Maker. The Scriptures are ou! 

as in this reſpect alſo. They teach us, that «© Jeſus 
Chriſt was a man like ourſelves, fin only excepted, that 
he is the beloved Son of God---the holy one, the juſt, 
the prince of life, the lord of all- that he is the Lamb. 
of God, that taketh away the fins of the world that in 
him and no other is Salvatior, for there is no other name 
under Heaven given among Men, whereby we muſt be 
ſaved- that God hath exalted him, and given him a 
name, Which is above every name, that, at the name of 
Jeſus, every knee ſhould bow, and that every tongus 
© 


- 


E-1: 


fhould confeſs that Jeſus is Lord to the glory of God the 
Father---that he is made of God unto us wiſdom and 
righteouſneſs, and ſanctification, and redemption--that 
he is ordained of God to be the Judge of quick and 
dead. In ſhort, we ſay with St. Paul, “ that, 
when God raiſed him from the dead, he fet him at his 
own right hand, in the heavenly places, far above all 
principality, and power, and might and dominion, and 
every name that is named, not only in this world, but 
the world to come, and put all things under his feet, and 
gave him to be head over all things to the Church, which 
is his Body, even the fullneſs of him that filleth all in all.” 
Thus we give to Chriſt all glory, honour and power, 
that the ſcriptures direct to be given, ſtill believing that 
be there is one God and Father of all, who is above all, 
c and through all, and in you all---that there is one God, 
« and one Mediator, between God and man, the man 
« Chriſt Jeſus.” | Bt | e 
Me believe farther, that Chriſt ſhall return to this 
earth, ſhall have dominion over all, putting all enemies 1 
under his feet: after which cometh the end, when he 
ſhall have delivered up the kingdom to God; even the 
Father, then ſhall the Son alſo himſelf be ſubject unto. 
him, that put all things under him, that God may be all 
„ 2 | 5 | OY 
; Of true chriſtians we ſay that they are the children of 
* God,---heirs of God, and joint heirs with Chriſt; we 
are no more ſtrangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens 
with the ſaints, and are built upon the foundation of the 
apoſtles and prophets, . Jeſus Chriſt himſelf being the 
chief corner ſtone; we believe © that eternal ife 1s 
* the free gift of God, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord.“ 
- But Brethren, if your privileges are great, we know 
alſo that we mult attend to our conduct, and that © the 
| kingdom of God is not meat and drink, but righteouſ- 
s neſs, and peace, and joy in the holy Ghoſt; that we 
c. are not to live unto; ourſelves but unto Chriſt, and 
e though it doth not appear-what we ſhall be, we are cer- 
te tain - that when Chriſt ſhall appear, we ſhall be like 
him, for we ſhall ſee him as he is. 5 
Thus, Brethren, I have with the utmoſt plainneſs 
ſpoken to you, on ſubjects of the greateſt importance to 2 | 
, rational 


* 


IT: 


rational creature. The Bible is the rock on which I 

ſtand, and I exhort you to ſtudy it with attention, caſting 

off the yoke, that narrow minded prieſts and miniſters 
would impoſe upon you. And I cannot conclude this addreſs 
to you, without repeating my chief poſitions; that God 

is one, and that the whole doctrine of the Trinity is a 

libel on the ſcriptures, and an inſult on the underſtanding 
of mankind. See a ſecond Addreſs to the inhabitants of 

Cambridge aud its neighbourhood, exhorting them to 

turn from the falſe worſhip of three Perſons, to the wor- 

ſhip. of the one true God, pages 10, II, 12. | 
Both the firſt and ſecond: addrefles of this gentleman, 
are ſhort, and plain, and ſcriptural, and deſigned, for the 
information of thoſe who have had no opportunity of ac- 
quainting themſelves with the original languages of the 
ſcriptures. 5 „ 

Note (c) If for inſtance, I were to collect my idea of 
the characters of Dr. Prieſtley, and Mr. Frend, from the 
reports which e about them, I ſhould con- 

ceive them to be not merely © monſters of unbelief 

but monſters of men. e 
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